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THE COMMISSION SEEKS JUDICIAL REVIEW TO CORRECT ERROR IN RUNDU
LOCAL AUTHORITY COUNCIL ELECTION - SEAT ALLOCATION

1. The Commission

The Electoral Commission of Namibia (the Commission) wishes to inform the public
and electoral stakeholders of an error identified in the allocation of 1 seat in the Rundu
Local Authority Council election held on 26 November 2025.

2. The Error

A material yet genuine error was committed by the Returning Officer for the Rundu
Local Authority when he announced the allocation of seats to the different political
parties and local associations on 29 November 2025. This error affected the allocation
of one seat in the Rundu Town Council.

3. The Facts

The Rundu Local Authority has 7 Council seats. The total number of votes cast for the
Rundu Local Authority was 12,560. Dividing the 7 seats into the total votes, gives a
quota of 1,794 votes for one seat. SWAPO Party received 7,148 seats, translating to
4 seats. The Rundu Concerned Citizens’ Association (RCCA) obtained 1,337 votes,
giving it one seat. The Affirmative Repositioning (AR) Movement received 799 votes,
giving the next one seat. The Rundu Urban Community Association (RUCA) received
the next highest votes at 674, whilst the Independent Patriots for Change (IPC)
received the least votes at 642. Instead of allocating the remaining seat to RUCA, the
returning officer erroneously allocated it to the IPC.

4. Stakeholder Engagement

The Commission, as an integral part of its commitment towards ensuring transparency
and integrity, invited all affected contestants (political parties and
organisations/associations) in the Rundu Local Authority elections to a meeting that
took place today the 2 December 2025. The purpose of the meeting was to appraise
the affected contestants what transpired and the remedial action that the Commission
is taking to rectify the error in accordance with Section 168 of the Electoral Act No.5
0f 2014. During the stakeholder engagement, the affected contestants demonstrated



an appreciation for the proactiveness of the Commission to engage and appraise them
as well inform them about the intention of the Commission to seek judicial remedy to
have the error rectified.

5. Legal Course of Action

In adherence to its duty to ensure the integrity of the electoral process, the
Commission is addressing this error proactively and transparently by lodging an urgent
self-review application in the Electoral Court of Namibia. The Commission is initiating
this action because, having made the administrative decision through its appointed
official, it is considered functus officio (no longer having jurisdiction over the matter)
and requires a competent court to review and set aside the decision.

The application, instituted in terms of sections 168(1)(c) and (e) of the Electoral Act,
requests the Electoral Court to:
(a) Nullify and set aside the declaration made by the Returning Officer on 29
November 2025 regarding the allocation of the seat to the IPC
(b) Substitute the erroneous declaration by allocating the seat to the Rundu Urban
Community Association (RUCA)
(c) Maintain the status quo ante for the remaining six seats already allocated,
respectively to the SWAPO Party (4 seats), the Rundu Concerned Citizens
Association (1 seat), and the Affirmative Repositioning (1 seat).

6. Transparency and Accountability

The Commission is committed to upholding the constitutional rights of Namibian
citizens, including their right to universal suffrage as provided for by Article 17(2) of
the Namibian Constitution. This legal action demonstrates the Commission’s
dedication to transparency and its resolve to ensure that the allocation of seats on the
Rundu Local Authority Council accurately reflects the will of the electorate.
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