Electoral Commission
of Namibia

MEDIA RELEASE
12 November 2025

Attention: News Editors
All Media Houses

STATUS OF THE REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTION POLL IN OGONGO
CONSTITUENCY, OMUSATI REGION

The Electoral Commission of Namibia (the Commission) notes the widespread media
speculation and queries received from various media houses concerning the status of the
regional council election poll in the Ogongo Constituency, Omusati region, following reports of
the resignation of a duly nominated candidate.

The Commission wishes to preface this statement with the fact that it has not received a formal
notification from the affected political party.

The Commission issues this statement to clarify its position based on the provisions of the
Electoral Act, 2014 (Act No. 5 of 2014).

Status of Nomination, Preparations and the Legal Basis for Termination of Poll

Nominations for the general election of members of all regional councils concluded in
accordance with Proclamation No. 37 of 2025. This proclamation designated Thursday, 16
October 2025, as the day for the submission of nominations, and scheduled the poll for
Wednesday, 26 November 2025. The necessary preparatory steps have followed this timeline,
including the printing of ballot papers.

The Commission’s position, premised strictly on the relevant legislative framework, is that the
poll would only be called off if the specific circumstances listed in Section 83 of the Electoral
Act, 2014, were met. Section 83 of the Electoral Act, 2014, governs the death or incapacitation
of a candidate for regional council elections after nomination. In terms of this provision:

(a) If a duly nominated candidate dies or becomes incapacitated before the poll
commences, the President must withdraw the proclamation determining the polling
day in so far as it concerns the constituency.

(b) If the death or incapacitation occurs while the poll is taking place, the returning
officer must immediately terminate the polling.

(c) In either case (death or incapacitation), all proceedings relating to the nomination
of candidates for the election concerned must commence afresh.
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Conclusion

The withdrawal of a candidate’s nomination is a procedure permitted under the electoral law,
specifically Section 80(7) of the Electoral Act of 2014, which relates to the process of
withdrawal before the close of the sitting for nomination. However, the circumstances
necessitating the calling off of the poll in terms of the Electoral Act are confined strictly only to
the death or incapacitation of a duly nominated candidate after nomination, as prescribed by
Section 83.

Given the fact that the circumstances necessitating the calling off of the poll in terms of Section
83 of the Electoral Act do not exist, the Commission’s position is that the poll in Ogongo
Constituency, Omusati Region, will in terms of the Electoral Act proceed on the determined
date of Wednesday, 26 November 2025.

The Commission maintains its dedication to conducting elections in a free, fair, independent,
credible, transparent and impartial manner.

IIEND
Issued by: Inquiries
Peter Shaama De Wet Siluka
CEO Manager: Corporate Communications | +264 81 414 5205
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