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Attention: News Editors

All Media Houses

OBSERVATION AND ADHERENCE TO THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR POLITICAL PARTIES,
ORGANISATIONS/ASSOCIATIONS AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES DURING
CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION PERIOD FOR THE 2025 REGIONAL AND LOCAL
AUTHORITIES’ COUNCILS ELECTIONS

The Commission has recently noted through various media reports incidents of clashes
among political players during campaign activities. The Commission expresses serious
concern and condemns such conduct. The Commission holds the view that these incidents
constitute a serious breach of the democratic principles that underpin our electoral process
and condemns these actions in the strongest possible terms as they contravene the Code of
Conduct for political parties, organisations/associations and independent candidates as
prescribed under the Electoral Act No.5 of 2014 (the Electoral Act), as amended.

In accordance with Sections 145 and 146 of the Electoral Act, the Commission has issued a
Code of Conduct for political parties and organisations, published under Government Notice
No. 257 in Government Gazette No. 8434 on 05 September 2024.

The purpose of the Code of Conduct is to promote conditions that are conducive to a free,
fair and credible election and a climate of tolerance in which election activities may
take place without fear, coercion, intimidation, interference or reprisals.

The Commission calls upon the political parties, organisations/associations and independent
candidates to engage with one another constructively and to respect differences while seeking
common ground for the collective good of all Namibians. The Commission further implores all
political parties, organisations/associations and independent candidates, to recommit
themselves to the principles of non-violence and civility. Political differences should be
addressed through dialogue, debate, and democratic processes rather than through acts that
incite fear and disrupt the social fabric of our communities.

Equally so, the Commission urges all political parties, organisations/associations and
independent candidates contesting the 2025 Regional and Local Authorities Councils
elections of their obligations under the Code of Conduct.

The Commission also reminds all individuals and entities that any form of political violence,
intimidation, or related misconduct is strictly prohibited under Clause 5 of the Code of
Conduct.

We therefore remind all political parties, organisations/associations and independent
candidates that the true strength of our democracy lies in the ability of every citizen to freely
express their political beliefs without fear of violence or retribution. Together, let us uphold the
values enshrined in our Constitution and continue working towards a peaceful, democratic
Namibia.
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